PARTNERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL
MATTHEW 25:14-30 MY SPIRITUAL PORTFOLIO

"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five
talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent,
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man
who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents
gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent
went off. dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.

"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents
brought the other five. "Master,' he said, “you entrusted me with five
talents. See, | have gained five more.' "His master replied, "Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master's happiness!'

"The man with the two talents also came. "Master,' he said, "you
entrusted me with two talents; see, | have gained two more.' "His
master replied, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master's happiness!'

"Then the man who had received the one talent came. "Master,' he
said, ‘| knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have
not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So | was
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is
what belongs to you.' "His master replied, "You wicked, lazy servant!
So you knew that | harvest where | have not sown and gather where |
have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money
on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have
received it back with interest. ""Take the talent from him and give it
to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not



have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

1. The premise of this parable is that all of us have been given
something to MANAGE for God for which we will be held
accountable.

2. In reality everything we have is from God and life is about how
we handle what God has ENTRUSTED to our care.

...remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability
to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to

your forefathers, as it is today.
Deuteronomy 8:18 (NIV)

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have

given you only what comes from your hand.
1 Chronicles 29:14 (NIV)

3. When we are faithful we FEEL GOOD when we talk to God.

4. When we struggle with our faithfulness we tend to SHY AWAY
from God or make excuses.

5. The return that we get for being faithful managers is GREATER
than the investment that we make.

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."
Luke 6:38 (NIV)

(Not only do we receive the blessings God
promises but often we are trusted with more to
manage.)



6. We are not RESPONSIBLE for others faithfulness only our own.

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove

faithful.
1 Corinthians 4:2 (NIV)



