ACTS 2:1-4; 14-23; 32-33 THE FIRE THAT NEVER GOES OUT!

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this
to you; listen carefully to what | say. These men are not drunk, as you
suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the
prophet Joel:" ‘In the last days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see
visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men
and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. |
will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood
and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' "Men of
Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as
you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set
purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to the cross.

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted
to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy
Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

In the Bible fire is a symbol of the presence of God. The following are a few
examples: God used fire to establish His covenant with Abraham (Gen. 15:17);
God spoke to Moses from a burning bush (Ex. 3:2); God visited with Moses on
Mt. Sinai with fire and smoke (Ex. 19:18); God carried Elijah into heaven in a
fiery chariot (2Kings 2:11); God poured His Holy Spirit into His followers with
tongues of fire (Acts 2:3). What does the fire of God mean for us?



1. The Holy Spirit fire has a PURIFYING effect on followers of Christ.

He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and
refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will
bring offerings in righteousness... Malachi 3:3 (NIV)

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and
said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin
atoned for." Isaiah 6:6-7 (NIV)

2. The Holy Spirit fire confirms the PROMISES of God.

John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more
powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Luke 3:16 (NIV)

3. The Holy Spirit fire ignites a passion to PROCLAIM the “Good News”.

But if I say, "I will not mention him or speak any more in his name," his
word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. | am weary of
holding it in; indeed, | cannot. Jeremiah 20:9 (NIV)

4. The Holy Spirit fire creates a previously unknown realm of POSSIBILITY.

When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him
from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here | am."
...And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and | have seen the
way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. | am sending you to

Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."
Exodus 3:4, 9-10 (NIV)




